Marketing and Publicity
At the height of the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around the world. When asked by a reporter about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to China's entry into the war, Truman replied testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the weapons, as he always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and highly decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were clearly in opposition, and one man would have to make way.
Truman was one of the most controversial presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a ruined Europe, and increasing tension with the Soviet Union, he found himself beset on every front. General MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in America. The lessons he drew from World War II were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and a showdown with the communists was inevitable--the sooner the better. But in the nuclear era, when the Soviets, too, had the bomb, the showdown MacArthur sought would be appallingly dangerous.
The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the turbulent backdrop of a faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the drama of Stalin's blockade of West Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to the shocking entrance of China into the war, The General vs. the President vividly evokes the making of a new American era.
CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED POPULAR HISTORIAN:
H. W. Brands is a highly respected academic historian who is also a master storyteller. His biographies and histories are both incredibly readable and praised by reviewers: Doris Kearns Goodwin, Jon Meacham, Michael Beschloss, etc. His biographies of Ben Franklin and FDR were both finalists for the Pulitzer Prize. MAKING THE MODERN WORLD: Brands shows how the outcome of this face-off shaped the U.S. approach to international relations from the Cold War through today: the primacy of civilian authority over the military, a willingness to resist provocation and escalation, and a reliance on international coalitions when going to war. 
About the Author/Illustrator

David Bianculli
Television shows have now eclipsed films as the premier form of visual narrative art of our time. This new book by one of our finest critics explains--historically, in depth, and with interviews with the celebrated creators themselves--how the art of must-see/binge-watch television evolved. Darwin had his theory of evolution, and David Bianculli has his. Bianculli's theory has to do with the concept of quality television: what it is and, crucially, how it got that way. In tracing the evolutionary history of our progress toward a Platinum Age of Television--our age, the era of The Sopranos and Breaking Bad and Mad Men and The Wire and Homeland and Girls-he focuses on the development of the classic TV genres, among them the sitcom, the crime show, the miniseries, the soap opera, the western, the animated series and the late night talk show. In each genre, he selects five key examples of the form, tracing its continuities and its dramatic departures and drawing on exclusive and in-depth interviews with many of the most famed auteurs in television history.
Television has triumphantly come of age artistically; David Bianculli's book is the first to date to examine, in depth and in detail and with a keen critical and historical sense, how this inspiring development came about.
The first book to do for television what decades of film studies books have done for film: That is, view the medium as a serious (but not solemn) art form with its own history, aesthetics, and master creators (or auteurs). Author is both a serious academic and a critic with the unbeatable exposure of NPR's Fresh Air: Where he has served as a contributor since the show's inception in 1987. Draws upon a fantastic roster of interviews with television's greatest writers and directors: James Brooks, Matt Groening, Gary Shandling, Matt Weiner, Bob Newhart, Aaron Sorkin, David Chase, Vince Gilligan, and Mel Brooks, to name just a few. The time for this book is right now: DVDs, DVR'ing, binge-watching and a startling uptick in quality shows has made television the art form and cultural obsession of our time. David Bianculli has written the book that both celebrates this moment and shows us how it came about over the decades. Teleliteracy (1996) . An associate professor of TV and film at Rowan University in New Jersey, Bianculli is also the founder and editor of the online magazine, TVWorthWatching.com. 
About the Author/Illustrator
Rights
Deirdre Bair
From a National Book Award-winning biographer, the first complete life of legendary gangster Al Capone to be produced with the cooperation of his family, who provided the author with exclusive access to personal testimony and archival documents. Born in 1899 in Brooklyn, New York, to poor, Italian immigrant parents, Al Capone went on to become the most infamous gangster in American history. In 1925, during the height of Prohibition, Capone's multi-million-dollar Chicago bootlegging, prostitution, and gambling operation dominated the organized-crime scene. His competition with rival gangs was brutally violent, a long-running war that crested with the shocking St. Valentine's Day Massacre of 1929. Through it all, and despite the best efforts of law enforcement and the media elite, Capone remained above the fray. Federal income-tax evasion was the strongest charge that could be made to stick, and in 1931 he was sentenced to eleven years in federal prison. After serving six-and-a-half years, mostly in Alcatraz, a severely impaired Capone, badly damaged by neurosyphilis, was released to live out his final years with his family in Miami. From his heyday to the present moment, Al Capone's life has gripped the public imagination, and his gangster persona has been immortalized in the countless movies and books inspired by his exploits.
But who was the man behind the legend? Capone loved to tell tall tales that perpetuated his mystique; newspapers loved him and frequently embellished or fabricated stories about him to sell copies. While some remember him as fundamentally kind and good, others speak of how frightening he was, a vicious, cold-blooded killer. Was Al really such a quotable wit? Did he really shower the poor with hundred-dollar bills and silver dollars from the window of his bulletproof car? Did he really keep a bevy of mistresses ensconced in his hotel headquarters in Chicago? Writing with exclusive access to Capone's descendants, Deirdre Bair finally gets at the truth behind this eternally fascinating man, who was equal parts charismatic mobster, doting father, and calculating monster.
EXCLUSIVE ACCESS: Written with the unprecedented cooperation of Al Capone's descendants, his siblings' children, the few living people who knew him, and the descendants of some of the people who worked for him at the Outfit. The insert will include some never-before-seen photographs. AUTHOR: Deirdre Bair has won the National Book Award for Biography and has written two finalists for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize. She is routinely praised for her craftsmanship and her attention to telling details. SETTING: Spanning the 1920s-40s, the book plays into our current fascination with Prohibition, gangsters, and the Jazz Age. Think Boardwalk Empire. THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: The book looks closely at how Italian American culture shaped Al from his childhood to his heyday and how his lasting legacy shaped the lives of his descendants and Italian Americans generally. 
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Jonathan Lethem
The author of Motherless Brooklyn and The Fortress of Solitude returns with a devilishly entertaining novel about an international backgammon hustler who thinks he's psychic. Too bad about the tumor in his face. Handsome, impeccably tuxedoed Alexander Bruno travels the world winning large sums of money from amateur "whales" who think they can challenge his peerless acumen at backgammon. Fronted by his pasty, vampiric manager, Edgar Falk, Bruno arrives in Berlin after a troubling run of bad luck in Singapore. Perhaps it was the chance encounter with his crass childhood acquaintance Keith Stolarsky and his smoldering girlfriend Tira Harpaz. Or perhaps it was the emergence of a blot that distorts his vision so he has to look at the board sideways.
Things don't go much better in Berlin. Bruno's flirtation with Madchen, the striking blonde he meets on the ferry, is inconclusive; the game at the unsettling Herr Köhler's mansion goes awry as his blot grows worse; he passes out and is sent to the local hospital, where he is given an extremely depressing diagnosis. Having run through Falk's money, Bruno turns to Stolarsky, who, for reasons of his own, agrees to fly Bruno to Berkeley and to pay for the experimental surgery that might save his life.
Berkeley, where Bruno discovered his psychic abilities, and to which he vowed never to return. Amid the patchouli flashbacks and Anarchist gambits of the local scene, between Tira's come-ons and Keith's machinations, Bruno confronts two existential questions: Is the gambler being played by life? And what if you're telepathic but it doesn't do you any good?
A COMPANION TO MOTHERLESS BROOKLYN IN SPIRIT:
As in his breakout book, Lethem plays with genre with considerable glee. The lovable but hapless Alexander Bruno is a cousin to the tourettic Lionel Essrog in Motherless Brooklyn.
"THE HUSTLER" MEETS JAMES BOND MEETS THE MARX BROTHERS A SPECIAL TREAT FOR BAY AREA BOOKSELLERS:
Jonathan lived for years in Berkeley working at Moe's Books, and his portrayal of that culture is sly and loving.
YES, BACKGAMMON HUSTLERS ARE A REAL THING SALES CONFERENCE BACKGAMMON CHALLENGE:
The editor will play all comers for money in the hospitality suite. He just has to learn the rules of backgammon first. 
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Alfred Hitchcock
Peter Ackroyd
A gripping short biography of the extraordinary Alfred Hitchock, the master of suspense. Alfred Hitchcock was a strange child. Fat, lonely, burning with fear and ambition, his childhood was an isolated one, scented with fish from his father's shop. Afraid to leave his bedroom, he would plan great voyages, using railway timetables to plot an exact imaginary route across Europe. So how did this fearful figure become the one of the most respected film directors of the twentieth century?
As an adult, Hitch rigorously controlled the press's portrait of him, drawing certain carefully selected childhood anecdotes into full focus and blurring all others out. In this quick-witted portrait, Ackroyd reveals something more: a lugubriously jolly man fond of practical jokes, who smashes a once-used tea cup every morning to remind himself of the frailty of life. Iconic film stars make cameo appearances, just as Hitch did in his own films: Grace Kelly, Cary Grant, and James Stewart despair of his detached directing style and, perhaps most famously of all, Tippi Hedren endures cuts and bruises from a real-life fearsome flock of birds.
Alfred Hitchcock wrests the director's chair back from the master of control and discovers what lurks just out of sight, in the corner of the shot. On February 4, 1974, Patty Hearst, a sophomore in college and heir to the Hearst family fortune, was kidnapped by a ragtag group of self-styled revolutionaries calling itself the Symbionese Liberation Army. The already sensational story took the first of many incredible twists on April 3, when Hearst released a tape saying she had joined the SLA and had adopted the name "Tania."
The many weird turns of the tale are truly incredible--the Hearst family trying to secure Patty's release by feeding all the people of Oakland and San Francisco for free; the videotape capturing "Tania" wielding a machine gun during a bank robbery; a cast of characters including everyone from Jim Jones to the Black Panthers to Ronald Reagan to F. Lee Bailey; the largest police shoot-out in American history; the first breaking news event to be broadcast live on all television stations across the country; Patty's year on the lam, running from authorities; and her circuslike trial, after which the phrase "Stockholm syndrome" entered the lexicon.
The saga of Patty Hearst defined a decade in which America seemed to be suffering a collective nervous breakdown. Based on more than a hundred interviews and thousands of previously secret documents, American Heiress thrillingly recounts the insanity of the times (there were an average of 1500 terrorist bombings a year in the early 1970s). Toobin portrays the lunacy of the half-baked radicals of the SLA and the toxic mix of sex, politics, and violence that swept up Patricia Hearst; and recreates her melodramatic trial. American Heiress examines the life of a young woman who suffered an unimaginable trauma and then made the startling decision to join her captors' crusade.
Or did she? At age twenty-four, Winston Churchill was utterly convinced it was his destiny to become prime minister of England one day, despite the fact he had just lost his first election campaign for Parliament. He believed that to achieve his goal he must do something spectacular on the battlefield. Despite deliberately putting himself in extreme danger as a British Army officer in colonial wars in India and Sudan, and as a journalist covering a Cuban uprising against the Spanish, glory and fame had eluded him.
Churchill arrived in South Africa in 1899, valet and crates of vintage wine in tow, there to cover the brutal colonial war the British were fighting with Boer rebels. But just two weeks after his arrival, the soldiers he was accompanying on an armored train were ambushed, and Churchill was taken prisoner. Remarkably, he pulled off a daring escape--but then had to traverse hundreds of miles of enemy territory, alone, with nothing but a crumpled wad of cash, four slabs of chocolate, and his wits to guide him.
The story of his escape is incredible enough, but then Churchill enlisted, returned to South Africa, fought in several battles, and ultimately liberated the men with whom he had been imprisoned.
Churchill would later remark that this period, "could I have seen my future, was to lay the foundations of my later life." Millard spins an epic story of bravery, savagery, and chance encounters with a cast of historical characters--including Rudyard Kipling, Lord Kitchener, and Mohandas Gandhi--with whom he would later share the world stage. Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hellish for all the slaves, but Cora is an outcast even among her fellow Africans, and she is coming into womanhood; even greater pain awaits. Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, and they plot their escape. Matters do not go as planned --Cora kills a young white boy who tries to capture her --but they manage to find a station and head north.
In Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is not a metaphor --a secret network of tracks and tunnels has been built beneath the Southern soil. Cora and Caesar's first stop is South Carolina, where both find work in a city that at first seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks an insidious scheme designed for its black denizens --and Ridgeway, the relentless slavecatcher sent to find her, arrives in town. Forced to flee again, Cora embarks on a harrowing journey, state-by-state, seeking true freedom.
Like Gulliver, Cora encounters different worlds at each stage of her journey --Whitehead brilliantly recreates the unique terrors for black people in states in the pre-Civil War era. The Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one woman's ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on the history we all share.
THIS IS THE ONE: All of Colson's books have been brilliant, but The Underground Railroad can be legitimately trumpeted as A Major Novel. It's an astonishment. Colson's moment has arrived. A HEROINE ONE ROOTS AND ACHES FOR: Cora is a breathtakingly well drawn character, one feels her anguish and fear and pain and roots for her daring and wits and anger. PROPULSIVE NARRATIVE: Colson has constructed the plot so your heart will be in your mouth as Cora faces perils and dangers. FANTASTIC BUT ALL-TOO-REAL: The central conceit is imagined, but the hideous realities of slavery are grounded in factual history. 
Ian McEwan
From the bestselling author of Atonement, Nutshell is a classic story of murder and deceit, told by a narrator with a perspective and voice unlike any in recent literature. A bravura performance, it is the finest recent work from a true master. 
To be bound in a nutshell
